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PILBARA — POPULATION GROWTH 

117. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I understand that new figures indicate that WA’s population continues to increase and the Pilbara region in 
particular continues to grow. Can the minister update the house on how the state is managing this growth?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for North West Central for the question. The Australian newspaper on 1 May reported — 

POPULATION growth in Western Australia continues to outstrip the rest of the nation, 
increasing 3.3 per cent in the past year, more than double the national average.  

The figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics for regional population growth in the year 2011–12 revealed 
that regions tied to the resources sector were growing at massive rates and these rates, interestingly, were not tied 
to the fly in, fly out workers. The Pilbara added more than 2 200 usual residents in the year to June 2012, which 
accounts for 3.5 per cent growth. We are seeing a breaking of the nexus about the population growth being based 
on just fly in, fly out workers, and people are now moving to the Pilbara and making homes for themselves and 
their families in the Pilbara, which is very positive. The government and the Premier outlined this vision to the 
state. Early in the first term of the government we announced the Pilbara Cities vision, looking to build an 
affordable lifestyle in Pilbara communities. We have invested in business opportunities, more jobs and 
improving education and health and social services, and at last we are now seeing reductions in land and house 
prices and rents, which will be critical to continue to drive population growth.  

In just three years we have increased the population of Port Hedland and Karratha, and now people think our 
vision of 50 000 people living in those regional cities in the north is possible. Advertised rental prices in Port 
Hedland, South Hedland, Newman and Karratha dropped in the March quarter. It is the first time since data has 
been collected in the past eight years that the cost of rentals in all those communities has come down at the same 
time. The latest figures from the Pilbara Development Commission also revealed a decrease in the average sale 
prices of properties in the four major markets of the Pilbara. This is also supported by Real Estate Institute of 
WA data. The average rent price in Karratha is at its lowest since 2007, and in the last quarter three-bedroom 
houses were being advertised for $600 a week rent. That is a substantial decrease over previous quarters. 
Port Hedland’s average rental price has dropped below $2 000 a week and I would expect that market to come 
back rapidly, especially when the new 490-odd service workers accommodation project comes online later this 
year. That drop in Hedland is 13 per cent on the last quarter. The average sale price for a property in Karratha 
has dropped to $780 000, and estate agents in both Hedland and Karratha are reporting a general softness in the 
market. As more apartments come on for sale and more land is available for sale, hopefully, we will have passed 
the worst of the rental market in the north west. We are looking to continue towards normalisation. It has been 
good to be part of a government that noticed the Pilbara area as a problem, put in place detailed strategies to try 
to address it and is now seeing the fruit of those strategies starting to pay off.  
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